
nergy department is 
ontaminatin Lewiston 

e legacy of fe f era] mismanage- 
and deviousness regarding the 
Ontario ordnance works in the 

own of Lewiston continues. 
T h i s  s i t e ,  or iginal ly c o n s t i t u t i n g  

,500 acres of prime farm land, was ap- 
ropriated in 1942 by the federal gov- 
mment  to  be  used to build a facility to 

duce T N T  needed in the war effort. 
it became a dumping ground 
iary and napalm bombs. TST, 
, pyrophoric materials, liquid 
20,000 tons of radioactive 

atenals and two pounds of pure radi- 
! um (half of the world's supply). T h e  1 latter materials hare  a half-life of 1.600 
1 years. T h e  contamination of this site 

became the justification to issue per- 
mits to CWM and Modern Landfill. 

Permits for dumping were  issued 
with t h e  a d v i s o r y  t h a t  " o p e r a t i o n s  

as  secretly a s  possi- 
arouse those conser- 

local officials and envi- 
ps, the  department of 

n e r g y ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s i t e .  
claimed that it was carefully contained 
and nothing was leaving it. Further  
community p r e s s u r e  fo rced  t e s t i n g ,  
proving that radioactive and hazardous 
materials were  leaving the  site through 
the ground, creeks, ditches and air. 
T h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
branded the site as  a "substantial health 
threat" m vlolatlon of New York s ta te ' s  
sanltary code and the Department of 
Energy's own guidelmes. 

As a result. cleanup operations began 
In 1981. The  community asked that the 
materials be stored in sealed containers 
above ground pending burla1 in an ap- 
propnate site. The  DOE determined 
that the matenals would be placed In ,in 
on-site landfill. ad~nltting that it was in- 
npproprlate but placdtlng us ~ ~ t h  Inter- 
im storage, good for 10 years. Now. 
seven years lnto thls 10-year p e r ~ o d ,  
DOE 1s reneging on its promlse, pro- 
posmg that the l,indflll be capped dnti 
remain there forever. EPA 'lnd DOH 
argue t h ~ t  thls IS totally ~nappropn.ite, 
sultabie lor mill r,i~llngs but not for 
m a t e r l a i s  i b  h o s e  , i c t i \ ~ t v  1s 100 t o  
100.000 tlmes higher. 

1 In 1986 the New York s tate  Commls- 
sloner of Health wrote to the Secretary 
of DOE. "Deep geologic repository will 1 prove to be far less hazardous to  public 

1 health rhnn would surface burial a t  Le- 
1 Ivlston. ,i iocatlon vvhere perlod flood~ng 

would threaten senous  levels of con- 
tamlnation oi Lake Ontano,  the source 

I I of dr~nkini,. \vater ior >everal miillon 
D e o w  !n :he United States and Canad,i. . . 

. -I  

! ne Department of Energy, despite 
strong opposition from the Department 
oi Health, ilie Envlronmentai Protec- 
tion Agency and the community, is de- 
termined to take the easy way out and 
contnminate our land, water and air for- 
ever. 
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